
THE PITTSBURGH PAPERS
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B R O T H E R H O O D  O F  M A G I C I A N S

THE 2023 IBM CONVENTION COMPANION

For The 2024 IBM Convention: www.magician.org

Step right up, ladies and gentlemen, as we 
unveil “The Pittsburgh Papers: The 2023 
IBM Convention Companion,” a captivating 
compendium presented by the master magicians 
of our time. Immerse yourself in the world of 
wonder as this collection of captivating essays, 
interviews, trick explanations, videos, and more 
takes you on a spellbinding journey into the heart 
of the magician’s craft. 

Within these hallowed pages, the secrets of 
the grand illusion are laid bare unmasking the 
intricacies of misdirection, sleight of hand, and 
showmanship, these celebrated conjurors impart 
their wisdom to aspiring magicians, empowering 
them to create their own captivating spectacles. 

R E G I S T E R  N O W

But it’s not just words that will transport you into this 
enchanting realm. Exclusive interviews with these 
enchanters offer a rare glimpse into their creative 
process, inspirations, and the obstacles they’ve 
overcome. You’ll uncover the secrets of their success, 
as they recount personal anecdotes and lessons 
learned on their magical journey. These interviews 
are a masterclass in the art of magic, providing 
a glimpse into the minds of these visionaries 
and unlocking the secrets to their mesmerizing 
performances.

In addition to the captivating essays, interviews, 
and videos, “The Pittsburgh Papers” reveals the 
secrets behind perplexing tricks. With step-by-step 
explanations, aspiring magicians can unlock the 
mysteries of the craft and add these mindboggling 
feats to their repertoire. This compendium equips 
novices and seasoned performers alike with the 
knowledge and skill to leave audiences spellbound. 

“The Pittsburgh Papers: The 2023 IBM Convention 
Companion” is a must-have for those hungry for 
the secrets of the magician’s art. Whether you’re 
a budding illusionist or a seasoned performer, this 
captivating collection will ignite your imagination, 
expand your magical prowess, and transport you into 
a world where wonder knows no bounds.

http://www.magician.org
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AN INTRODUCTION
The Pittsburgh Papers was an 
idea conceived and developed by 
the IBM Marketing Committee 
to provide even more value 
to IBM convention attendees. 
The committee includes: Jason 
Michaels, Mike Dunagan, Keith 
Fields, Ben Young, and Scott 
Cantrell who led and compiled this 
project.

The original goal was to simply 
compile just a few contributions 
from some of the IBM convention 
featured performers. But, the 
project grew substantially when so 
many of the performers generously 
provided their time, talents, 
tricks, and tips to be part of this 
“Convention Companion.” 

It is our hope that the following 
contributions will bring you 
valuable information, insight, and 
inspiration related to our beloved 
art of magic. 

May you discover, experience, and 
share the Magic!

http://www.magician.org
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ANDI GLADWIN

Andi Gladwin has dedicated his life to magic. He has 
performed all over the world at prestigious events 
such as in Washington, DC for President Obama’s 
Inauguration, the world’s most expensive private 
yacht, and more.

“The best magic creates a story,” Andi says, “My aim 
is for everyone to walk away with a new experience 
that they will talk about for the rest of their lives.” 
Those stories have been told by guests at thousands 
of events over the past decade.

Andi has given keynote speeches at hundreds of 
conferences and has been featured on shows such as 
Penn & Teller: Fool Us (where he fooled them!), ITV’s 
Next Great Magician, and is a season regular on CW 
Channel’s Masters of Illusion.

His books, such as The Boy Who Cried Magic have 
become industry best sellers, and his card magic 
techniques such as The Master Pushoff and Undo Cut 
have been adopted by many of the world’s finest card 
magic experts.

In this interview, Andi discusses his unique 

approach to his appearance on Penn & Teller’s 

Fool Us that earned him the infamous F.U. 

trophy! He also reveals his method for creating 

and structuring magic effects (inspired by Ed 

Marlo) that has helped in developing a variety 

of real-world workers. Additionally, he breaks 

down the considerations he uses to identify and 

select material to work on and perform. Andi 

freely discusses his origin story in magic and 

how (and why) he moved from his career in IT to 

becoming a professional magician and ultimately 

co-founding Vanishing Inc Magic with Josh Jay. 

His bestselling book, The Boy Who Cried Magic 

is talked about as well as potential new projects 

he’s working on. Finally, Andi shares some “in 

the trenches” stories that will have you inspired 

and laughing with relatable experiences. 

Enjoy An Enlightening 
Interview With Magician, 

Author, & Creator Andi Gladwin

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/Ow28Yzi7SJg
https://youtu.be/Ow28Yzi7SJg
https://youtu.be/Ow28Yzi7SJg
https://youtu.be/Ow28Yzi7SJg
https://youtu.be/Ow28Yzi7SJg
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Larry Hass has been kind enough 

to contribute a unique and powerful 

performance piece based on an effect from 

Juan Tamariz’s wonderful book, Verbal 

Magic. This particular effect, The Ritual 

Of Light, can be performed in-person, 

over Zoom, or even via a telephone call. 

As usual, it’s Larry’s ability to weave a 

compelling narrative with the magic that 

make this so strong and compelling. You 

are highly encouraged to read through 

this piece and then actually perform 

it. As Larry notes in the write-up: “You 

won’t have any idea of the strength and 

impact of this routine by reading it.” So, 

enjoy learning and sharing The Ritual Of 

Light.

LARRY HASS

Larry Hass, Ph.D. is a magician, 
philosopher, and the Dean of McBride’s 
Magic & Mystery School in Las Vegas. 
He has performed his uplifting magic 
on stages around the world, including 
frequent appearances in Las Vegas and 
at the Magic Castle. He appears at the 
I.B.M. Convention just off a month-long 
run of his full show Magical Life at the 
Rhapsody Theater in Chicago. 

In 2022, he received the Alan Slaight 
Sharing Secrets Award for the book, 
Eugene Burger: Final Secrets. The author 
of over fifteen books and videos for 
magicians, Larry is considered a world-
leading teacher of magic.

A Powerful Piece Of Magic You 
Can Perform 1,000 Miles Away

http://www.magician.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kTKduZn2I7TuTqmJVDBhbqdfPn0EtEOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kTKduZn2I7TuTqmJVDBhbqdfPn0EtEOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kTKduZn2I7TuTqmJVDBhbqdfPn0EtEOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kTKduZn2I7TuTqmJVDBhbqdfPn0EtEOJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kTKduZn2I7TuTqmJVDBhbqdfPn0EtEOJ/view
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MATTHEW POMEROY & NATASHA LAMB

Matthew Pomeroy and Natasha Lamb are global 

magicians called The Conjurors, who provide unique 

and unforgettable experiences that guarantee to last 

a lifetime. They have appeared on TV shows such 

as ‘Penn & Teller: Fool Us’ (CW Channel), ‘Masters 

Of Illusion’ (CW Channel), ‘BBC Proms’ (BBC One), 

‘Tokyo MX Awards’ (Tokyo MX) and ‘Good Morning 

Television’ (GMTV) on ITV.

The Conjurors trended number one worldwide on all 

social media platforms and have been featured on 

over one hundred different radio stations. They have 

wowed audiences around the globe and are the only 

magic act in history to have headlined three cruise 

ships on their maiden voyages.

In 2022, The Conjurors embarked on a soldout tour 

where they performed in eight states and seventeen 

countries. During this tour they performed privately 

for companies including the WWE, NBA and the NFL. 

More recently, The Conjurors lent their magic to the 

FIFA World Cup.

Due to scheduling and their being 
onboard a big boat across the world, 
we weren’t able to conduct a standard 
interview. Thus, questions were sent 
to Matthew and Natasha and they 
took extra time after their shows one 
evening to record a really insightful 
and very educational video answering 
and addressing the questions  
while also providing a ton of useful 
information based on their own vast 
real world experience. They discuss 
everything from how they got started 
to the keys to successfully producing 
a large scale show. Sit back and enjoy 
the stylings of The Conjurors! 

Watch A Fun & Informative 
Session The Conjurors! 

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/7wccOppnerw
https://youtu.be/7wccOppnerw
https://youtu.be/7wccOppnerw
https://youtu.be/7wccOppnerw
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DAVID PARR

David Parr is an internationally acclaimed 
magician who has devoted his life to sharing the 
experience of mystery with audiences around 
the world. Magic fans will recognize David from 
his appearances on the hit TV show Penn & 
Teller: Fool Us. (Spoiler Alert…) David fooled 
them all and not only took home the coveted 
Fool Us trophy, but also won a guest spot in their 
live show at the Rio hotel in Las Vegas! 

In the hidden world of magicians, David is best 
known for his theatrical performing style and for 
his writing and teaching skills. He has published 
several highly regarded books for magicians, 
been a technical consultant to many theatrical 
productions, given presentations at academic 
conferences, and provided guidance and 
instruction to magicians at lecture appearances 
across the United States and Canada. His 
thought-provoking writings about the art of 
magic have also been featured in publications 
in Germany, France, Australia, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, and Sweden.

David Parr has been a well-known 
magician, lecturer, creator, and all 
around nice guy in our community 
for a long-time, so it’s no surprise 
that this interview is chocked full of 
practical strategies for developing 
your own magic and presentations. 
David reveals his process to develop 
his F.U. Trophy winning piece of 
magic from Fool Us, and also shares 
a simple strategy for creating 
material and ideas that is the real 
“magic”. Not only will get a lot of 
“brain food” from this interview, 
but it will nourish your soul too!

If You Want Your Brain Fed, 
Watch This Interview!

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/5Ve8026k1K8
https://youtu.be/5Ve8026k1K8
https://youtu.be/5Ve8026k1K8
https://youtu.be/5Ve8026k1K8
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CARISA HENDRIX

Carisa Hendrix is a respected magician and 
variety artist also known for their skills as 
a circus stunt girl and bubble performer. 
Featured in the Guinness Book of World 
Records (2014 Book, Page 86) and Ripley’s 
Believe it or Not, this 15-time award-winning 
performer has been thrilling audiences all 
over the world with iconic characters and 
precise biting comedic flare.

Star of the Super Channel documentary 
Carisa Hendrix: Girl on Fire the film follows 
the trials and tribulations of creating a full-
lengthened magic and illusion show on the 
Las Vegas strip. Hendrix is the 2021 recipient 
of the Carlton award from the magic circle, 
the 2019 recipient of the prestigious Allan 
Slaight Award, and was recently awarded 
Stage Magician of the Year at the world-
famous Magic Castle.

Carisa Hendrix is a force for good 
in our art, and this fun, funny, 
and relatable memoir about 
what is means to be and become 
a “magician” is certainly worth 
the read. If you ever wanted a 
glimpse at some of the goings-
on of professional magicians 
doing their thing, this is as 
good of a representation as any. 
Additionally, you’ll see the power 
of taking advantage of unique 
opportunities to create magic 
and memories.

A Memoir Worth Reading 
From The Real Life Behind The 
“Stage Magician Of The Year”!

http://www.magician.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gzkR9n3P_2tJoJJ6SeP9149PF8vs8Mwf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gzkR9n3P_2tJoJJ6SeP9149PF8vs8Mwf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gzkR9n3P_2tJoJJ6SeP9149PF8vs8Mwf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gzkR9n3P_2tJoJJ6SeP9149PF8vs8Mwf/view?usp=sharing
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HOWARD MINCONE

Take a physical comedian, a juggler, and 
a very personable entertainer, with what 
seems to be boundless energy, as well as an 
emcee with a lightning-fast wit, mix them all 
together and what do you have? The funny 
and talented Howard Mincone!

Howard first started in showbiz as a 
professional break-dancer in the early 
eighties. Strongly influenced by comic 
legends Harpo Marx, Jackie Gleason, 
Red Skelton, Dick Van Dyke and John 
Ritter. Howard’s performances combine 
movement, comic mime, stand-up comedy, 
and juggling. With his very unusual and 
hilarious performance, Howard has become 
one of the most popular entertainers for 
fairs, festivals, variety shows, corporations 
and special events across North America.

This was such a fun interview 
chocked full of experiences and 
stories as well as names worthy of 
knowing. Listening to Howard you 
can’t help but smile and become 
infected by his passion, enthusiasm, 
and gratitude for the work he does. 
As a talented and accomplished 
variety entertainer, Howard has 
certainly had his share of amazing 
experiences, but it’s his grounded 
approach to our community that is 
something we can (and should) all 
strive to remember and live. 

If There Was A Modern Day 
Vaudeville, Howard Mincone 

Would Be THE Star!

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/lxL4ODsfNCU
https://youtu.be/lxL4ODsfNCU
https://youtu.be/lxL4ODsfNCU
https://youtu.be/lxL4ODsfNCU
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MARC DESOUZA

Marc DeSouza has been deeply involved in the world of 

magic for over 60 years. He is a performer, creator, author, 

lecturer, teacher, consultant, historian, collector and 

mentor. As a competitor, he amassed over 60 regional, 

national and international awards in both stage and close-

up magic, including three Silver Medals from the Society 

of American Magicians. He won the SAM stage competition 

twice (1978 and 1989), was a three-time Gold Medal 

finalist at the International Brotherhood of Magicians, and 

represented the US at FISM, The World Championship of 

Magic, three times. He also won first place in Close-Up at 

both the SAM and IBM conventions in 1996. 

His book, DeSouza’s DeCeptions, published by Camirand 

Academy of Magic is out of print, but now available digitally. 

My Magic currently markets downloads of his videos 

originally published by MVN in the early 1980’s. In 2009, 

L&L Publishing released a four DVD compilation of Marc’s 

creations entitled MasterWorks of Conjuring, representing 

over 30 years of his creations and performance routines. 

In 2014, he delivered an unprecedented four and a half 

hour online lecture for Penguin Magic. In 2022, Marc 

presented his Multi-Media presentation, The History of 

Magic Through Performance, at the FISM Convention in 

Quebec City, Canada and in 2023, he appeared on the CW 

Network’s Penn & Teller: Fool Us.

What a wonderful conversation 
with Marc DeSouza this interview 
is. Not only does Marc discuss his 
amazing career as a magician, but 
he also shares his interest in the 
history of the art. Then, he tops it 
off by teaching an engaging piece of 
magic, Casino Coincidence. From his 
beautiful theater space, you’ll hear 
from this veteran of the art who has 
vast knowledge and experience. Any 
amateur, hobbyist, or professional 
performer can glean useful insights 
and perspectives that have helped 
Marc become such a well-known and 
influential figure in our community.

DeSouza Does It Again...
Delivering Diabolical Deception!

Casino Coincidence Explanation

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/NxmYRQ-jOKI
https://youtu.be/NxmYRQ-jOKI
https://youtu.be/NxmYRQ-jOKI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tDPN_NGk2ak0hxTb6GaPnR45tz77511n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tDPN_NGk2ak0hxTb6GaPnR45tz77511n/view?usp=sharing


The Pittsburgh Papers - The 2023 IBM Convention Companion JULY 2023

See you at the 2024 IBM Convention! Register Here. 10

TAYLOR HUGHES

Taylor Hughes fell in love with the 
art of illusion when his parents 
bought him a magic kit for his 
7th birthday. More than 30 years 
and 3,000 shows later, Taylor has 
become known for his signature 
style of Magic Storytelling. He is a 
Bestselling Author, a highly sought 
after Keynote Presenter and his 
Comedy Magic Special ‘“Chasing 
Wonder” is streaming now. Taylor 
is married to his high school 
sweetheart Katie and they live in 
Southern California with their two 
daughters Madelyn and Kennedy.

Many magicians may not be familiar with 
Taylor Hughes, but that’s only because he 
keeps a full calendar. We’re very lucky to 
have him with us for this IBM Convention 
in Pittsburgh. During this conversation, 
we cover a variety of topics from how to 
repurpose your performance pieces to 
create a show that feels customized to 
secrets for being an effective emcee to 
the challenges and lessons learned from 
staging and producing magic television 
specials. Also, Taylor shares with us 
his philosophy of magic and life as he 
delivers valuable insights from his book, 
Road To Wonder, and his upcoming book, 
Misdirection. Taylor is certainly one to 
keep on your radar! 

Discover How This Real-
World Worker Is Chasing (And 

Finding) Wonder!

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/t9yR-Eq0JmQ
https://youtu.be/t9yR-Eq0JmQ
https://youtu.be/t9yR-Eq0JmQ
https://youtu.be/t9yR-Eq0JmQ
https://youtu.be/t9yR-Eq0JmQ


The Pittsburgh Papers - The 2023 IBM Convention Companion JULY 2023

See you at the 2024 IBM Convention! Register Here. 11

PAIGE THOMPSON

Paige Thompson travels the world sharing 
her distinctive brand of Magic. A resident 
company member of Chicago Magic Lounge, 
she has also wowed crowds in Branson, 
Missouri, Liberty Magic in Pittsburgh, the 
world famous Magic Castle in Hollywood, 
and House of Cards in Nashville, Tennessee.

Her television credits include multiple 
appearances on the CW’s Masters of Illusion 
and as a featured contestant on FOX’s 
Showtime at the Apollo, hosted by Steve 
Harvey. Most recently, Paige was featured 
on Penn and Teller: Fool Us.
Her international television credits include 
the highly acclaimed America’s Got Talent 
and Germany’s Das Supertalent, where she 
can be seen working alongside some of the 
top illusionists in the game.

In this essay, Paige describes a very 

common question and challenge 

that so many magicians face when 

developing new material. Her 

approach is simple but profound 

when applied properly. Through 

her own experience, perspective, 

and clear advice, you’ll be able to 

enhance your confidence onstage 

while also finding sources of new 

material and presentations that 

you will be passionate about and 

your audience will care about. 

An Essay On The Importance 
Of Being Yourself Through 

Magic

http://www.magician.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx2j-R6ptRrldohAzF5IwaVpD1ab1aum/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx2j-R6ptRrldohAzF5IwaVpD1ab1aum/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx2j-R6ptRrldohAzF5IwaVpD1ab1aum/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mx2j-R6ptRrldohAzF5IwaVpD1ab1aum/view?usp=sharing
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MICHAEL DARDANT

Michael Dardant, New Orleans’ favorite, is 
the perfect performer on any stage! Whether 
he’s mystifying celebrities at cocktail 
parties, owning the stage at a corporate 
event or cleverly captivating a television 
audience, his persona is pure magic! As a 
magician, his original and stunning sleight of 
hand is enthralling and now recognized with 
International accolades! As a comedian he 
catches any crowd off guard with a genuine 
Cajun flair.And, as an actor and writer, he 
has captivated millions with his fun and 
quirky characters in several award winning 
films.
Recently, the world of magic witnessed 
a strive for stardom as Michael took on 
the challenge of many prestigious magic 
competitions. In less than three years, he 
accumulated over thirty first place and 
championship awards, qualifying him in to 
represent the United States in the World 
Championships of Magic in Italy (FISM 
2015) where he placed in the top ten.

As the host of he’s host of “Something Up 
My Sleeve,” Michael Dardant has become 
a highly-visible magician in our IBM 
world. He conducts fascinating interviews 
with leading magicians from around the 
world. But for this interview, it was time 
to flip the script. This interview is fun and 
fast-paced conversation covering a wide 
variety of topics from magic competitions 
to lapel pins to green screens and 
television continuity. In the middle of the 
interview, you may notice some changes 
as we had to record the second half of the 
interview on another day due to some 
technical issues. Our challenge is your 
gain however as Michael turned that 
situation into a game for our viewers to 
find all the differences in the video. Good 
luck and enjoy this one! 

Sponge Ball Routine

An Interview So Good, We 
Recorded It Twice…Sort Of!

http://www.magician.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dCxGBPe5sx9S9j5_BWtipAgiFsOjrTea/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/ozG5fAqEXIM
https://youtu.be/ozG5fAqEXIM
https://youtu.be/ozG5fAqEXIM
https://youtu.be/ozG5fAqEXIM
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JEFF MCBRIDE

Jeff McBride is a recipient of the 
Magician of the Year award from 
Hollywood’s famed Magic Castle. 
He has performed on every major 
television network, most recently 
on FOOL US where he FOOLED 
Penn and Teller! He is, by far, the 
most innovative sleight of hand 
artist on the stage today. He is the 
founder and creator of McBride’s 
Magic & Mystery School, and was 
recently awarded one of magic 
top honors…the Special Award 
for THEORY AND PHILOSOPHY 
from FISM.

No Headline Needed. This Is 
From Jeff McBride…Read It!

Jeff was generous enough to 

share a published routine for 

The Pittsburgh Papers from 

a past book, The Magic Apple 

Live. This routine “ROPEGG” is a 

simple yet very strong sequence 

with familiar ideas and props 

you’re likely to already have. If 

you want a quick, entertaining, 

and highly-visual opener type 

of effect, then this will serve 

you well.  

http://www.magician.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G7tAlcfwkJOHTCGdJC3-AVo2UqiSWykK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G7tAlcfwkJOHTCGdJC3-AVo2UqiSWykK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G7tAlcfwkJOHTCGdJC3-AVo2UqiSWykK/view?usp=sharing
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TREVOR & LORENA WATTERS

Trevor and Lorena Watters have 
collected and have been honored with 
over 20 international awards over the 
past two decades. The World Magic 
Seminar Convention’s “International 
Competition” held in Las Vegas Nevada 
saw eight acts compete for the coveted 
Siegfried and Roy’s Golden Lions Head 
Award. The best of the best talent from 
Japan, Korea, Italy, Spain, Germany, 
France, Canada, and the USA competed. 
Winners of the “Golden Lions Head” 
People’s Choice award went to the 
Canadian contingent, Trevor and Lorena 
Watters. In the 34 years of the World 
Magic Seminar, Trevor and Lorena are 
the third Canadians to bring this world 
renown award to Canada. Following this 
triumph, they went onto win the FISM 
North American Championship at the 
IBM/SAM combined convention.

Straight from their hotel room 
while they’re touring fair and 
festivals Trevor and Lorena 
Watters offer up real-world, 
practical advice to both creating 
and performing new material 
as well as share the keys to 
enhancing the show’s overall 
production value. Along the way, 
we hear some hilarious stories 
and meet two of their very special 
assistants. If you don’t want to 
smile, don’t watch this.

Meet This Incredibly Talented 
Couple Who Stay Booked & 

Busy!

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/bx3p6hzJgYw
https://youtu.be/bx3p6hzJgYw
https://youtu.be/bx3p6hzJgYw
https://youtu.be/bx3p6hzJgYw
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REGGIE RICE

Reggie Rice uses the art of illusion to teach the 
true magic of laughter. The actor-comedian 
takes audiences along on an adventure into his 
wild imagination. 

It was not until the late age of 19 that he 
discovered his passion for magic. Reggie would 
soon become a three-time D.C. Comedian 
Magician of the Year. Has performed five times 
for First Lady, Michelle Obama and opened for 
singer, Jordin Sparks. He was featured on The 
Travel Channel and he began performing for 
hundreds of thousands of people all over the 
world, including Kevin Hart, Ryan Seacrest, 
and Shaquille O’Neal. Rice has even taken his 
act to the high seas as a cruise ship headliner.
His show Fool of Illusions, features a unique 
combination of his own grand illusions, music, 
audience participation, amazing magic, and 
hilarious comedy. Reggie’s foolish, energetic 
approach makes his show something that 
people of all ages have come to love as he 
continues to spread the magic of laughter!

Reggie Rice has been incredibly 
generous to this project providing 
access to: 1) a video of his illusion show 
featuring his unique, comedic style of 
magic, 2) a blooper reel sharing some 
of the behind the scenes fun from the 
show that we can relate to and laugh 
at together and 3) a full interview 
where he discusses his start in magic, 
how he’s been to accomplish so much 
in a relatively short period of time, 
and shares his philosophy for life – one 
that is worthy of your time. “Have A 
Rice Day!”

Fool Of Illusions Show

The Blooper Reel

A Show, A Blooper Reel, and 
An Interview…Oh My!

http://www.magician.org
https://vimeo.com/503633239?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/503671984?share=copy
https://youtu.be/HBptpTq9Piw
https://youtu.be/HBptpTq9Piw
https://youtu.be/HBptpTq9Piw
https://youtu.be/HBptpTq9Piw
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RYAN PILLING

As a veteran performer with over a 
decade of stage experience Ryan has 
created a magic show that is unique, 
engaging, and highly interactive. As 
a trained improvisor his off-the-cuff 
moments with audience volunteers 
become the highlight of the show, and 
your guests become the stars. A solid 
choice for corporate and community 
events.

Ryan entertains adult and family 
audiences with clean comedy that will 
never offend. His good-spirited audience 
participation makes sure people 
leave the stage with a warm round of 
applause, and he never relies on insults 
or embarrassment to get laughs. 

So much ground is covered in just 
a few minutes in this interview. 
Ryan tackles his take on 
scripting versus improvisation, 
how improvisation can be VERY 
beneficial for magicians, the 
difference between creativity and 
originality, the power of being 
willing to take risks, and so much 
more. Watch, take notes, apply 
what you learn, get booked more, 
and maximize your enjoyment of 
magic.

Tips & Tricks Galore With A 
Quick-Witted Mr. Ryan Pilling! 

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/5xAWLCyZY3g
https://youtu.be/5xAWLCyZY3g
https://youtu.be/5xAWLCyZY3g
https://youtu.be/5xAWLCyZY3g
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LUIS CARREON

Luis Carreon is an accomplished and well-
respected magician. He won the Harlan 
Tarbell Close-up Competition Award from the 
International Brotherhood of Magicians two 
years in a row. He also took home first place at 
the Chicago Magic Competition hosted by The 
Society of American Magicians. 

With his unique style of humor and wisdom, 
Luis regularly travels the country teaching 
other magicians about the art of magic. He is, 
also, the head demonstrator at Magic Inc., the 
oldest family-owned magic shop in the country. 
He has performed his show Bending Minds and 
Bending Dreams at theaters all around Chicago. 
Internationally, Luis has been featured on the 
Univision evening news showcasing his talents. 
He was honored to be a semi-finalist on Tengo 
Talento, the Spanish language equivalent of 
America’s Got Talent. In addition, he is also a 
frequent performer at the famous Magic Castle 
in Hollywood, California. 

Luis can be seen performing regularly at The 
Chicago Magic Lounge where he is also one of the 
founding members.

Luis Carreon graciously provided 
three routines to share with you 
here in The Pittsburgh Papers. Each 
of these routines features strong 
magic and each one is relatively 
simple and easy to learn and 
perform. Two of the routines are 
provided in print while the third 
piece, Sudden Thought, is taught 
through two videos. Learn these 
routines then put them in your 
show or perform them at your next 
Ring meeting.

UnTriunfo & The Guild 

Sudden Thought Performance 

Sudden Thought Explanation

Three Real-World Routines 
from Luis Carreon  

http://www.magician.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GC7kxBnJIzsbxVySTrDbuL3ujToz_pwM/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/VP02OdNamS0
https://youtu.be/h008TXt7Qtw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GC7kxBnJIzsbxVySTrDbuL3ujToz_pwM/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/VP02OdNamS0
https://youtu.be/VP02OdNamS0
https://youtu.be/VP02OdNamS0
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HARRISON LAMPERT

Harrison Lampert is an actor, 

comedian, and magician originally from 

Philadelphia. He is an alumnus of The 

Groundlings Sunday Company in Los 

Angeles and has been featured in the 

shows GHOSTED, Fresh Off the Boat, 

and American Housewife. He has been 

a featured performer at The Chicago 

Magic Lounge and The Magic Castle in 

Hollywood as well. Currently, he is one of 

the foremost experts on the names of all 

the breakfast cereal mascots. So if you are 

ever in need of one of their names, he’s 

there to help. Harrison is very excited 

to be a part of the I.B.M. convention in 

Pittsburgh!

As a talented magician, actor, 
writer, and improviser, Harrison 
covered a wide range of valuable 
topics and information during 
this interview. His take on “point 
of view” by itself is more than 
worth watching. Additionally, he 
provides some specific creative 
exercises that magicians can use 
to help them develop new ideas 
for material. Enjoy this interview 
and discover how to leverage the 
skill improvisation to enhance 
your own performances. 

The Power of Skilled Improvi-
sation (And Cereal Mascots)!

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/5v3P38u4sBI
https://youtu.be/5v3P38u4sBI
https://youtu.be/5v3P38u4sBI
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KEITH FIELDS

Keith Fields started his 
performing life as a street 
magician, great in the summer, 
but when the cold weather 
arrived, he looked for somewhere 
warmer to perform.  His unique 
comedy style opened doors into 
the comedy clubs where he got as 
many laughs as the comedians.  
This led to headline tours in 
Europe and Asia, appearances 
at arts festivals, on TV, and 
performances for the armed 
forces overseas.  He was even 
asked to perform for the British 
royal family.

When you see that derby and 
those glasses, you know you’re 
going to laugh and have a great 
time. Now, with this lecture Keith 
has generously provided, you’ll 
not only laugh but also learn 
three great pieces of magic. These 
routines are within anyone’s skill 
level (even mine!) and taught by 
Keith with his usual fast-paced 
and funny demeanor. Thanks so 
much for sharing this with us, 
Keith!

A Three-Routine Lecture 
From Everyone’s Favorite: 

Keith Fields

http://www.magician.org
https://youtu.be/MFUNcj1DEdM
https://youtu.be/MFUNcj1DEdM
https://youtu.be/MFUNcj1DEdM
https://youtu.be/MFUNcj1DEdM
https://youtu.be/MFUNcj1DEdM
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